I7o                    ECONOMIC HISTORY
The tin          The Cornish and Devon tin mines furnish the classic
c^ai example of the free mining system. The privileges enjoyed
and by the tinners, as confirmed in the charter of John (1201),
consisted in " digging tin and turfs for smelting it at all
times, freely and peaceably and without hindrance from any
man, everywhere in moors and in the fees of bishops, abbots
and counts . . . just as by ancient usage they have been
wont to do " x. This right of searching and digging for tin
was known as ' bounding'. The organization of the tin-
mining industry developed on several lines. Small under-
takings were worked single-handed by an independent pros-
pector, but larger concerns were managed by a group of
partners. These partnerships were of three kinds. In the
primitive form the miners ' worked their own rights*; in
the ' cost agreement * some of the members paid a money
contribution, or provided a hired substitute, in place of their
own personal labour; in the' tribute ' the association handed
over a part of the mine to a group of workers in return for
a share in the product. Finally, the mines might be leased
by a capitalist employing hired labour *. The existence of
capitalism in the industry at an early date is seen in ' Abra-
ham the Tinner ', who in the middle of the fourteenth century
employed over three hundred men, women and children3.
The tinners were in a depressed condition largely because
they were only allowed to sell their tin. at two periods in the
year, so that they became dependent upon middlemen, or
tin dealers, to whom they pledged their tin at a stipulated
price in return for advances of money4. According to a
writer in 1697, each tinner had five pounds in the year to
maintain himself and his family for his labour ; one-fifth of
the value of the product went to the lord of the soil; the
Cornish factors ground down the tinners to gratify the
London pewterers and merchants, and to increase their com-
1 Lewis, The Stannaries, 36, 158 ; Hist. MSS. Comm. iv. 88. The
extent of the privilege differed in the two counties. The tinners were
organized in two corporations, the Stannaries of Cornwall, and the Stan-
naries of Devon, with their own laws and courts.
*  Lewis, op, cit. 178, 188, 190.
*  Ibi&. 189.   For the quantities of tin produced 1156-1837, see ibi&
Appendix J.
*  Ibid. 210 stq*